Proclamation

WHEREAS, critical services are defined as those immediate and secondary needs
impacting our community’s most vulnerable individuals and the organizations that support them;
and

WHEREAS, the COVID-19 pandemic brought to the forefront the need for coordinated
critical services funding throughout our community; and in June 2020, the community lead
funding agencies of the City of Ocala, Marion County, Marion County Hospital District, the
Community Foundation for Ocala / Marion County and the United Way of Marion County joined
forces to form the Critical Services Committee; and

WHEREAS, the Critical Services Committee created a centralized register of all 2020
funding distributed to those organizations supporting the community’s most vulnerable by lead
funding agencies; and

WHEREAS, the Critical Services Committee worked to improve coordination of efforts,
reduce duplication of services, and provide more efficient and effective emergency funding
mechanisms; and

WHEREAS, the Critical Services Committee continues to educate nonprofits, assess where
community gaps in coverage exist and assist nonprofit agencies in meeting the needs of our
community’s most vulnerable.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Kent Guinn, by virtue of the authority vested in me as Mayor of
the City Ocala, Florida, do hereby proclaim the month of July 2021, as

CRITICAL SERVICES MONTH
in the City of Ocala, and I encourage residents to recognize the valuable work being done by the
Critical Services Committee to ensure during emergencies, essential needs of community citizens

are met.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal of the City of

Ocala, Florida, to be affixed this 14" day of July 2021.

Kent Guinn, Mayor
City of Ocala




