
How to Wire a Frame

Y O U  W I L L  N E E D :

S T E P  1 : S T E P  2 :

S T E P  3 : S T E P  4 :

Turn your artwork face down with the top
of the picture closest to you. Measure
down 1/3 from the top on both sides and
put a pencil mark on the thick part of the
frame (or stretcher bar if frame is too
narrow). This is where you will attach the
strap hangers.

Place the strap hanger on the pencil
mark and angle the strap hanger so it is
facing towards the inside of the frame.
Drill in the screw. Repeat the process on
the other side of the frame.

You are ready to attach the wire. Cut the
wire so it is slightly larger than the frame.
Put the wire through one hook going from
inside to outside, loop it over the hook and
behind itself and back through the hook,
front to back. Wrap excess wire around
itself so that it is secure.

The top of the wire should be about 1/3 of
the way from the top of the frame to the
hanging devices. Put the wire through the
second hook and pull it to determine the
length. Repeat step 3 to secure wire in
second hook. Cut off any excess wire.



Tips For Building A Sculpture Stand

C H O O S I N G  T H E  M A T E R I A L

C I T Y  H A L L

B U I L D I N G  Y O U R  P E D S T A L

Choose a material for the pedestal that will not look
out of place. Whether it’s small or large, the pedestal
should not draw attention away from the sculpture,
but instead blend in with the rest of the room. Most
importantly, a pedestal should be sturdy enough to
hold the sculpture.  HEIGHT: Aim for the center of
your sculpture to be at average eye level which is
60”. Choose the pedestal height accordingly.

T h e  f i r s t - f l o o r  l o b b y  i n  C i t y  H a l l  i s  m o s t l y
n e u t r a l  t o n e s  o f  b r o w n  a n d  b e i g e  w i t h
b l a c k  f l o o r s .  I f  t h e  b a s e  o r  p e d e s t a l  i s  N O T
p a r t  o f  t h e  s c u l p t u r e ,  t r y  t o  m a k e  s u r e  y o u r
b a s e  o r  p e d e s t a l  d o e s  n o t  c l a s h  w i t h  t h e
c o l o r s  o f  t h e  v e n u e .  S t a n d s  i n  t h i s  s p a c e
m u s t  b e  n o  l a r g e r  t h a n  1 6 ” w  x  1 6 ” d  x 4 8 ” h .  

P u r c h a s i n g  a  p r e - m a d e  p e d e s t a l  c a n  b e
e x p e n s i v e .  B u i l d i n g  y o u r  o w n ,  e v e n  w i t h o u t
a c c e s s  t o  a  w o o d  s h o p ,  c a n  s a v e  y o u  a  l o t
o f  m o n e y .  H e r e  a r e  s o m e  s u g g e s t i o n s :

Determine what size pedestal you need based on the size of your sculpture.
Map out the dimensions ahead of time. (4 equal sides, 2 equal pieces for top
and bottom). 
Home Depot or Lowe's have many different types of wood, and they will cut the
wood down to specific sizes for you. Just make sure it’s sturdy. 
Nail or screw the pieces together,either by hand or with a nail gun or drill. MAKE
SURE TO TAKE PROPER SAFETY PRECAUTIONS. 
Use a level to make sure the stand is even.Edges can be sanded down if they
are uneven. Fill in any gaps with wood putty/filler. 
Spray paint solid color. 



How To Write an Artist Statement

A R T I S T  S T A T E M E N T :  A  Q U I C K  G U I D E

W H A T  A  S T A T E M E N T  C O V E R S :  

D O ' S :

D O N ' T S

Your artist statement is a written description that gives your audience deeper insight into
your work. It may include your personal history, the symbolism in your materials, or the
issues you address. Your statement should include whatever is most important to you and
your work.   

Your artist statement supplements the visual information in your portfolio. Other uses
include the following:  helping dealers and other arts professionals discuss and sell your
work; providing background information for writers of articles, reviews, and catalogues;
functioning as the basis for cover letters and grant proposals.

Y o u r  w o r k ’ s  p u r p o s e  o r  p h i l o s o p h y  
Y o u r  m e t h o d s  a n d  m a t e r i a l s  

K e e p  i t  s h o r t ,  c o h e r e n t  a n d  c l e a r  

W r i t e  i n  s i m p l e  s e n t e n c e s  u s i n g  s i m p l e  w o r d s .  
F o c u s  o n  t o p i c s  n o t  a p p a r e n t  f r o m  v i e w i n g  y o u r                
s l i d e s ,  s u c h  a s  s y m b o l s  o r  m e t a p h o r s ,  t h e m e s  a n d
i s s u e s  u n d e r l y i n g  y o u r  w o r k ,  m a t e r i a l s ,  s c a l e ,  e t c .  
P r o o f r e a d  y o u r  s t a t e m e n t  f o r  m i s s p e l l e d  w o r d s ,  b a d
g r a m m a r  a n d  c o n f u s i n g  c o n t e n t .  
R e w r i t e  y o u r  s t a t e m e n t  e v e r y  t i m e  y o u  c o m p l e t e  a  n e w
b o d y  o f  w o r k .  

    n o  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  p a g e ,  d o u b l e  s p a c e d .  

I m i t a t e  t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  o r  i n t e l l e c t u a l i z e d  s t y l e  o f  w r i t i n g  u s e d  i n
c r i t i c a l  a r t  m a g a z i n e s .  
T r y  t o  i m p r e s s  t h e  r e a d e r  b y  y o u r  e x t e n s i v e  k n o w l e d g e  o f  a r t
c r i t i c i s m  o r  a r t  h i s t o r y .  Y o u  w a n t  t o  i m p r e s s  t h e m  w i t h  y o u r  a r t .  
N e v e r  u s e  w e a k  p h r a s e s  t h a t  r e f l e c t  i n s e c u r i t i e s  l i k e  “ I  a m  h o p i n g
t o , ”  “ I  a m  t r y i n g  t o , ”  o r  “ I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o . ”  



How To Write an Artist Statement

D E V E L O P I N G  Y O U R  A R T I S T  S T A T E M E N T

T H R E E  T Y P E S  O F  A R T I S T  S T A T E M E N T S  

O N E - P A G E :  

O N E  O R  T W O  P A R A G R A P H  S T A T E M E N T  

2 5  W O R D  S T A T E M E N T :

An artist statement is never finished for long. Like your resume, it will be revised
frequently as your work changes and as you find new ways of expressing what you
are doing. Practice getting good at writing them! 

A r t i s t  s t a t e m e n t s  a r e  r a r e l y  l o n g e r  t h a n  o n e  p a g e ,  d o u b l e  s p a c e d .  M o r e
i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a n  t h a t  i s  u s u a l l y  u n n e c e s s a r y  a n d  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  n o t  b e  r e a d .  

It can address a large body of work, or work in different media, all concerning the
same ideas. 
This longer statement will accompany an exhibition or performance of your work. 
Can be included in a portfolio or grant application. 
Used as a reference for: promoting, describing, selling, writing about your work by
gallerists, curators, publicists, critics, journalists,etc. 

No longer than half a page.
Addresses the most pertinent information about the 
work, a series or media. 
Can be incorporated into the heading of a slide description sheet, which
accompanies a portfolio, grant application, etc.
Can be the lead-in to a longer project description 

This statement contains the central idea of your work to catch the reader’sattention. 
Can be inserted into correspondence: cover letters, letters of intent, artist biography. 
Memorize it. Be prepared to deliver it anytime. For example, when asked “What do
you do?” when meeting someone for the first time at social occasions, openings or
on the elevator. Think of it as a verbal business card. 



How To Write an Artist Statement

D E V E L O P I N G  Y O U R  A R T I S T  S T A T E M E N T  ( C O N T I N U E D )  

A  G O O D  A R T I S T  S T A T E M E N T  S U P P L E M E N T S  T H E  V I S U A L  I N F O R M A T I O N
I N  A  P O R T F O L I O  O R  A N  E X H I B I T I O N  S O  T H A T  T H E  R E A D E R  C A N  B E T T E R
U N D E R S T A N D  I T .  

S O M E  D O ' S  &  D O N ' T S :

Compose your statement with a sympathetic friend in mind, one who is
genuinely interested in your work and who wants to understand it. To get
started writing your statement, try describing one or two recent works. What
do you want the reader to know about them? Your statement should stand
on its own. Your reader should be able to imagine what your work looks like-
even if they haven’t seen it. Make people want to see your work! 

DO write a strong, compelling statement without art jargon. 
DO develop a strong first sentence. Explain clearly and precisely why you
make art, what it means to you and what materials you use. Tell a story about
something that moved you into making a specific body of work. Draw the
reader into your world. 
DO keep it as short as possible. No more than one typed page, double spaced,
even less is better. It is an introduction and a supplement to the visual
information, not your life story. 
DO focus on topics that may not be apparent from viewing your slides, such as
influences in your work, themes and issues. The techniques, materials used, or
scale of the work can also be important information to include. 
DON’T imitate the writing often used in art magazines. Avoid art speak and
pretentious language. If your statement is difficult to read, it will NOT be read. 
DON’T try to impress the reader with your extensive knowledge of art criticism
or vocabulary. 
DON’T announce what you are attempting to do, just clearly express what you
have accomplished. 



How To Write an Artist Statement

S A M P L E S  O F  S U C C E S S F U L L  &  N O T  S O
S U C C E S S F U L  A R T I S T  S T A T E M E N T S :
E X A M P L E  # 1 :  L E S S  S U C C E S S F U L  

E X A M P L E  # 2 :  L E S S  S U C C E S S F U L  

T . S .  E l i o t  s p o k e  o f  h o w  t h e  p r e s e n t  s h a p e s  t h e  p a s t  a s  m u c h  a s  t h e
p a s t  a f f e c t s  t h e  p r e s e n t .  T h e s e  p a i n t i n g s  a s p i r e  t o  b l u r  t h e
d i s t i n c t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  a n d  e n t e r  i n t o  a  f r e e - f l o w i n g  d i a l o g u e
b e t w e e n  m y  p r e s e n t  a n d  m y  p a s t .  T h e y  a s k  f u n d a m e n t a l  q u e s t i o n s  a s
t o  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t i m e , t h e  n a t u r e  o f  c h a n g e ,  a n d  t h e  m e a n i n g  o f
i n v e n t i o n .  T h e  a m b i t i o n ,  w h i c h  i n s p i r e s  t h e i r  m a k i n g ,  i s  t o  s t e p
o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  l i n e a r ,  c h r o n o l o g i c a l  u n f o l d i n g  o f  e v e n t s  a n d  c e l e b r a t e
t h e  e t e r n a l  p r e s e n t  t h a t  i s  t h e  t i m e  a r t  s h a p e s .  

E v a l u a t i o n :  
T h i s  s t a t e m e n t ,  a l t h o u g h  p o e t i c  d o e s  n o t  r e a l l y  a d d r e s s  a n y  s p e c i f i c
a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  b o d y  o f  w o r k .  T h e  r e a d e r  i s  g i v e n  v e r y  l i t t l e
i n f o r m a t i o n .  T r y  t o  a v o i d  u s i n g  w o r d s  l i k e  “ a s p i r e ”  a l o n g  w i t h  “ h o p e ”
a n d  “ a t t e m p t . ”  T h e y  a r e  w e a k  a n d  m a y  r e f l e c t  i n s e c u r e  f e e l i n g s  o n
y o u r  p a r t .  T r y  t o  u s e  m o r e  a c t i v e  a n d  s t r o n g  p h r a s e s .  N o t i c e  h o w
m u c h  m o r e  a c t i v e  a n d  s t r o n g  t h e  p h r a s e  i s  w i t h o u t  t h e
w o r d “ a s p i r e ” : “ T h e s e  p a i n t i n g s  b l u r  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e t w e e n . . . ”  

“ T h e  b o d y ,  h o w e v e r ,  c o n s i s t s  o f  a n  i n d e f i n i t e  m u l t i p l i c i t y  o f  p a r t s  a n d
a r b i t r a r y  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  w h i c h  a r e  s u b j e c t e d  t o  m o v e m e n t  a n d
d i v i d e d  i n t o  s u b s t a n c e s ,  m o m e n t s ,  a n d  d e t a i l s . ”  -  M a r s i l i o  F i c i n o
f r o m  A b o u t  L o v e  o r  P l a t o n ’ s  F e a s t  

T h e  w o r k s  d e a l  w i t h  a  f r a g m e n t a r y  c o r p o r e a l i t y  w h i c h  s e e k s  i t s
s t i m u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  n a t u r a l  s c i e n c e s ,  s u c h  a s  b o t a n y  a n d  n e u r o l o g y .
T h e  d r a w i n g s  c o n s t r u c t  a n d  i l l u s t r a t e  a n  i n t e l l e c t u a l  m o d e l  o f
d e c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  c o r p o r e a l i t y  a n d  t h e  s e a r c h  f o r  u n i t y .  T h e  c e n t r a l
q u e s t i o n  h e r e  i s  t h e  s e n s e  o f  t i m e .  D o  d i f f e r e n t  t i m e  l e v e l s  e x i s t
p a r a l l e l  t o  e a c h  o t h e r ?  D o e s  t h e  u n i t y  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  e x i s t  i n  t i m e ,
w h i c h  i s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  b y  a c c e l e r a t i o n ,  r o t a t i o n ,  a n d  s p e e d ?  T h e
d r a w i n g s  r e f l e c t  a n  i n t e r n a l  w o r l d  v i e w  w h i c h  r e v o l v e s  a r o u n d
f r a g m e n t ,  u n i t y ,  a n d  r u p t u r e .  T h e  s i m p l e  p e n c i l  d r a w i n g s  a r e  m a d e  o n
f o r m e r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  p l a n s ,  o n  t h e  r e v e r s e  s i d e s  a r e  o l d  s k e t c h e s  o f
p a t t e r n  d e s i g n s .  T h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  f o l d s  a n d  t h e  p a p e r  c o l l a g e
f u r t h e r  e m p h a s i z e s  t h i s  v i s i o n .  



How To Write an Artist Statement

E X A M P L E  # 3 :  S U C C E S S F U L  

I  b e g a n  u s i n g  a  t y p e w r i t e r  f o r  i t s  o b v i o u s  f u n c t i o n  -  t o  r e c o r d  m y
t h o u g h t s  a n d  i d e a s .  C o m m u n i c a t i n g  i s  a  c r u c i a l  y e t  c o n s t a n t  s t r u g g l e
f o r  m e .  T h e  m o r e  I  t y p e d  t h e  m o r e  t h e  l e t t e r s  a n d  w o r d s  o n  t h e
p a g e s  b e g a n  t o  t a k e  o n  a  n e w  f u n c t i o n ,  a  n e w  l a n g u a g e .  M y
d i s c o v e r y  o f  t h i s  n e w  l a n g u a g e  c r e a t e d  w i t h  m y  t y p e w r i t e r  a n d  p a p e r
w a s  o n e  m a d e  u p  o f  p a t t e r n s  a n d  g r i d s  f o r m e d  b y  p u n c t u a t i o n  m a r k s :
c o m m a s ,  c o l o n s ,  a p o s t r o p h e s ,  a n d  b r a c k e t s .  I t  w a s  a s  i f  t h e
t y p e w r i t e r  w a s  e x p e r i e n c i n g  a  b r e a k d o w n ,  a n d  t h i s  b r e a k d o w n  w a s
m y  b r e a k t h r o u g h .  I  h a d  d i s c o v e r e d  a  n e w  w a y  t o  c o m m u n i c a t e .  T h e r e
i s  a n  e n d l e s s  s o u r c e  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  c a n  b e  c r e a t e d  t h r o u g h  a
l i m i t e d  u s e  o f  m a t e r i a l s :  p a p e r  a n d  a  t y p e w r i t e r .  I  b e c a m e ,  a n d  a m
s t i l l ,  i n t r i g u e d  b y  t h i s  p r o c e s s .  

E v a l u a t i o n :
T h i s  i s  a  g o o d  s t a t e m e n t .  I t  i s  p r e c i s e l y  w r i t t e n  a n d  f u n  t o  r e a d .  T h e
s e n t e n c e s  a r e  s t r o n g  a n d  s i m p l e .  I t  a n s w e r s  t h e  k i n d s  o f  q u e s t i o n s
t h a t  a r i s e  w h e n  v i e w i n g  t h e  w o r k ,  i n  t h i s  c a s e ,  h o w  a r e  t h e s e  m a r k s
b e i n g  m a d e  a n d  w h y  w h i l e  p r o v i d i n g  s u p p o r t i v e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e
a r t i s t ’ s  p r o c e s s  a n d  t h i n k i n g .  
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