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Committee Substitute for HOUSE Bill No. 803
(Full Bill available at House Bill 803 (2026) - The Florida Senate)

Among the changes taking effect on July 1, 2026, with the establishment of House Bill 803, the

City of Ocala would like to address the following items:

A building permit issued by a county for a single-family dwelling expires 1 year after the
issuance of the permit or on the effective date of the next edition of the Florida Building
Code, whichever is later. However, this paragraph does not prevent a local government
from extending building permits beyond the expiration date. 125.264 (d), 553.791 (c)
o It is the Chief Building Official’s determination that, beginning July 1, 2026, the one-year
period from the date of permit issuance will serve as the “whichever is later” benchmark.
This is because the next Florida Building Code cycle—Edition 9 (2026)—takes effect on
January 1, 2027, which is less than one year from now. This interpretation will apply to
all residential projects permitted between July 1, 2026 and December 31, 2026.

Local government that issues building permits shall exempt an owner of a single-family
dwelling or the owner’s contractor from the requirement to obtain a building permit to
perform any work valued at less than $7,500 on the owner’s property. 553.791 (g)

o It is the Chief Building Official’s determination that Section 553.791(g) does exempt
certain projects from permitting requirements. However, subsection 2.b. of the same
section specifies that this exemption does not apply to any electrical, plumbing,
structural, mechanical, or gas work performed on property containing a single-family
dwelling. Additionally, the replacement of doors and windows, as well as roof-related
work, constitutes structural repairs or alterations that will continue to require permitting
and inspection by the city. These activities are regulated by the Florida Building Code
and require DBPR Product Approval pursuant to F.S. 553.842 and Florida Administrative
Code 61G20-3.

A local government must approve, approve with conditions, or deny a building permit
application after receipt of a completed and sufficient application within the following
timeframes, unless the applicant waives such timeframes in writing: Within 5 business days
after receiving a complete and sufficient application, for an applicant using a local
government plans reviewer to obtain the following building permits for an existing single-
family residential dwelling if the value of the work is less than $15,000: structural,
accessory structure, alarm, electrical, gas, irrigation, landscaping, mechanical, plumbing,
or roofing. 553.792 (1)(a)(1)
o For the City of Ocala, a permit application is not considered a “complete application”
until all required plans have been submitted and officially stamped as “Received by



the City of Ocala Growth Management.” When an Applicant Resubmit Task is issued
for plan revisions, all review timeframes will restart. The permit application will be
considered “incomplete” until the corrected plans have been resubmitted.
Applications eligible for over-the-counter review will be evaluated for completeness
and processed accordingly.
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